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Note for Tuesday, January 24, 2012
Our school website: www.stjosephsschool.ca 

Catholic Schools: I Learn, I Believe, I Pray

If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.

Matthew 21: 22

ACTION ITEMS 

· PRO D DAY – WED. FEB 8TH – change in date
· HOT LUNCH – CHATTERS PIZZA
· PASTA DINNER AND DESSERT AUCTION

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH:  MODESTY
Modesty is to value yourself and to have a sense of respectful privacy about your body.  With modesty, people respect themselves and others respect them, too.
HOT LUNCH---GRADE 7 PIZZA FUDRAISER – NO CARDS

Grade 7 Hot lunch fundraiser is Chatters Pizza.  Single remains at $3.00, double is $5.00 and triple is $7.00.  This includes juice, no dessert.  The orders will be taken on Wednesdays and this is cash only.  Thank you for supporting our grade 7’s.  No orders will be taken after 12:00.
SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & EUCHARIST

The Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist will be celebrated here at St. Joseph’s on Thursday, May10, 2012 with Bishop Gerry Wiesner OMI.  Preparations for these sacraments will begin this month.  If your child is in Grade 2 (or older), and you would like him/her to celebrate these sacraments this year, please contact the parish office at 847-2012.
IMPORTANT PARENT MEETING IN THE PARISH CENTRE   Thurs., January 26th at 7:00pm
AN EVENING IN ITALY!  PASTA DINNER AND DESSERT AUCTION!
There are a few tickets left for the pasta dinner and dessert auction.  Ticket prices are:  Adults -$10.00, Children 7 and under- $7.00.  The menu will be Baked Meat Spaghetti, Baked Vegetarian Spaghetti, Macaroni & Cheese, buns with garlic butter and ice cream.  A variety of beverages will be available for sale.
CANSPELL SPELLING BEE – Winners
All students participated in the Spelling Bee. Grades 1-3 had their finals in their classrooms and the winners are as follows:
GR. 1 – 1st place –Amelia D’Andrea, 2nd place – Ella Bachrach, 3rd place – Elise St-Onge
GR. 2 – 1st place- Alex Chaplin, 2nd place – Allison Rudkavich. 3rd place – Ryan Konst
GR. 3 – 1st place – Carwyn Mitchell, 2nd place- Megan Blackmon, 3rd place – Bodhi Wilson
Grades 4-7 had their finals in the gym and the winners are as follows:
GR. 4 – 1st place – Lucas Chiaravalotti, 2nd place – Jack Wellington, 3rd place – Emily Coldwell,
Kyla Gullacher competed in the finals as Emily Coldwell is away.
GR. 5 – 1st place – Brody Pence, 2nd place – Nicole Perry, 3rd place – Naomi Fort 

GR. 6 – 1st place – Fraser Lowe, 2nd place – Melissa Johnstone, 3rd place – Blake Knibbs
GR. 7 – 1st place – Siani Grice, 2nd place – Bradley Wellington, 3rd place – Isabel Tansey

The three finalists for the Canspell Spelling Bee were Brody Pence, Nicole Perry and Siani Grice.  
Congratulations to our school’s Top Speller and overall winner, Brody Pence in grade 5.  Brody will be competing in the Regional Competition on March 3rd in Prince George.
GEO CHALLENGE
During the week of January 30th to February 2nd grades 4-7 will be participating in the Geo Challenge during classroom time. The Geo Challenge finals will be held on February 6th, grades 4-6 at 11:00am and grade 7 at 1:00pm in the gym.  Parents are welcome to attend the finals.
BUSSES RUNNING and NOT RUNNING & PRO D DAY – date change!

The busses will be running on January 27th.  School District 54 is having a Pro D day on Friday, February 10th so busses will not be running.   Our school will have a Pro d day on Wednesday, February 8th.  The teachers will be going to a seminar in town sponsored by Community Services.  
CALLING ON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL VOICES 

The Ministry of Education has released BC’s Education Plan, a document that provides a vision for education in the twenty-first century. This plan contains five key elements, including provisions for flexibility and choice for students and parents in public and independent schools. FISA (F
federation of Independent Schools Association) BC is very appreciative that the government is acknowledging opportunities for choice for parents and students in British Columbia. Independent schools provide families with an incredible array of options in diverse academic, pedagogical, cultural, special needs and faith-based schools throughout our province. Our students are educated by highly qualified teachers who equip students with the skills and knowledge needed to become productive citizens in our democratic and pluralistic society. Though our schools are independent, often founded on differing beliefs and values, our overall purpose is to educate students to become informed citizens who understand their social responsibility in contributing to the greater good of a free and democratic society. 

There are those who believe that public schools should be the only choice that is funded by government, and their voices are being heard as the BC Education Plan is undergoing public scrutiny. The government must hear from all people who support independent schools as well, and FISA BC is asking parents, staff, and representatives from independent schools to respond to the BC Education Plan. 
Please take a few minutes to acquaint yourself with the BC Education Plan and then affirm your support of flexibility and choice for students and parents in BC. At the moment, our voice is silent, and is, therefore, being overpowered by those opposed to the flexibility that independent school education brings to BC. We need you to speak up! Please go to www.bcedplan.ca and click on the plan.  After you’ve read the plan, click on engage and add your comments to the dialogue to support student and parental choice in education. Tell the government how we value the opportunity to teach our children in a flexible and diverse learning environment that supports a worldview in which we believe.  

The questions you’ll be asked are:
What do you think are the benefits and challenges to offering students more flexible learning opportunities?
Flexibility and choice are evident in many B.C. schools and communities. Do you have some good examples to share?

How do you think our schools and school districts need to change to support more flexibility and choice?
Thank you for taking the time to help us out!
LOOKING FOR:
We are in the midst of changing all the computer monitors in the lab.  We have been able to change all but 4 of them!   If you have a flat screen computer monitor (in good condition) that you are looking to get rid of and would like to donate it to the school, we would love it!!  Please call the office if you are able to help.  Thank you to everyone for their donations!!!
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 

We are looking for all colours of small jars of paints such as nail polish and model paints. We are particularly interested in the brushes that come with this sort of thing. No doubt there are a lot of nail polishes thrown out as the trends change and we would appreciate having them. We would also take any donation of clear storage containers, 16L size is ideal, but we are able to use all sizes.
ALTAR SERVERS
The next practice will be on Wednesday, February 1st , 12:05 and 3:15.  You are asked to attend one of these practice times. 
YOUTH GROUP

The next gathering will take place on Wednesday, January 25th at 6:30pm in the school.  All Youth, grades 7 and up, are welcome to attend this great evening.  Youth Group runs the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month.
BASKETBALL
Girls basketball for grades 6 & 7, is now on Tuesdays afterschool with coach Mrs. Kuemper.  Boys basketball for grades 6 & 7, starts with Mr. Toner, Friday after school.   Times for these days will be 3:00 – 4:30.
ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH FUNDRAISING DINNER, AUCTION AND ENTERTAINMENT
Fr. Rector, the Parish Pastoral Council, and our Parish Fundraising Coordinator, Juan Alvarado, together with the help of some parishioners, including Eileen Bouvier, announce the fundraising activity for the month of February.  It is a Fundraising Dinner, Auction, & Entertainment to be held on Friday, February 10th, at the Pioneer Center. A ticket costs $25.00 per person.  For ticket reservation or any other inquiry, please phone the parish office.  
In connection with this, we are also accepting any donation of items for the auction.  Please bring to the parish office any items that you want to donate, mark it with the price value of the item and your name as a donor. As always, we appreciate your constant support and   generosity to our parish.  Thank you.

 
 UPCOMING NEWS AND NOTES
- Grade 6/7 skiing – Jan. 26th
- Grade 2 Sacrament Preparation Meeting – Jan. 26th

- Grade 7 Pasta Dinner – Jan. 28th
- Grade 2 & 3 Skating – Jan. 30th
CLASS NEWS AND NOTES
There has been a case of chicken pox in our school.  Please watch your child for any signs. 
GR 2/3:  Skating on Jan. 30th.
GR 4:  Students should practice multiplication facts for 5 minutes each night.  The multiplication sheets should be completed at least 3 nights a week.
GR 6/7:  If chaperones require either a ski pass or ski rentals this charge is $20.00.  Please send the money to school tomorrow.

Reminder to students to bring a hearty lunch, snacks, and dress in layers to accommodate for changing weather.
GR 7: Please remember that our pasta dinner is a fundraiser that requires MANDATORY PARTICIPATION with dessert auction items, dinner preparation, and clean up. Students are also required to sell 10 tickets for the dinner. Every student in the class is required to help with this event. Please keep an eye on your e-mail and students’ homework books for sign up info and deadlines. Thank you! ( Please remember to sell your tickets!!
COMMUNITY NEWS

BV POOL AND RECREATION CENTRE
Youth Rule the Pool – Friday Jan 27, Youth only Pool Party, 9:30-11:30pm. $5

Family Fun Friday Swim – Friday Jan 27, 6:30-8:30pm, regular admission.  Join us for an extended public swim time, extra fun pool equipment will be out
Spirit of the mountains Winter Festival: 

Spirit Climb, Wed Feb 8, 6-7:30pm, Free with Donation to the food bank. Please note:  signed liability waiver and indoor shoes required

Sprit Swim Saturday Feb 11, 6 -9pm, Free with Donation to the food bank

Upcoming events at the BV Pool and Recreation Centre:  Visit www.bvpool.com for more information or call to register 250-847-4244.

 

FAMILY FOLK DANCE with Gordon Stobbe and the Valley Youth Fiddlers
After the magnificent success of the Family Dance at Driftwood Hall in December AND considering that Master Fiddler Gordon Stobbe of Nova Scotia is in Smithers this week -- well, we're going to have another dance!  So ...

 There will be a "Family Folk Dance" this Fri. Jan. 27th, at 7pm at the newly-refurbished and stunningly lovely Round Lake Hall. This will include a dance or three with local callers Trish and Ruth, but will especially feature square dances with the renowned fiddler and square dance caller Gordon Stobbe.  As you may know, Gordon's entire life revolves around fiddles and dancing, so he's a high practitioner of the art. This is SO MUCH FUN for people of all ages.  Admission is by donation (yes, well, we never got around to making tickets) and please feel free to bring a plate of goodies to share. Interested?  Call Ruth (250 846 5763) for information.

FESTIVAL OF PRAISE
An evening of music will take place at 7:00pm , Sunday, February 19th , at Mountain View Assembly.  This evening will feature BVCS choir and band, ECRS choir, MVA choir, quartet and duet, viola and piano duets, worship teams.  

A free will offering will be taken for Bibles for Bolivia.  This evening is sponsored by BLBV Gideons International Canada.

